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Our potentialities are not simply innate. Some things can only be nurtured over the long haul.
We are environed by many virtuosos who have made indelible imprints in the arena of arts and
sports. This week's guest is a banker who has manifested his skills through his hueful stripes.

Venkita Raghavan. V
Axis Bank

Ashwini Junction Branch
Thrissur

Shri Venkitaraghavan was born in Vrindachalam ,Arcot district in Tamil Nadu as the youngest of
two sons of S.S Varadarajan, a railway employee, and Jayalakshmi, a housewife. His parents
were from Coimbatore and Palakkad. Later he spent his life in many places as his father could
not evade relocation for work.Venkita Raghavan's primary education was at Mayiladuthurai,
Tamil Nadu.When his father got transferred to Irumpanam (Ernakulam), he continued his
studies at the Georgian Academy School, Thiruvankulam.On his father's transfer to Division
Office,Palakkad he took admission in Pandit Motilal Government Model High School.He
completed Pre-degree from Vivekanda College and graduated from Chinmaya Mission College.

He completed his MBA in Marketing and Finance through distance education mode from
Bharathiyar University. Venkita Raghavan admits that he was average at studies.During his
studies, he undertook promotional work for BPL and Escotel mobile phones.

Subsequent to completing his MBA, he joined Futuristic Consultancy, HDFC Bank's Direct Sales
Center (DSA) in 2000. After a stint of six months he was appointed in Dhanlaxmi bank as a
financial advisor for the marketing of their insurance products especial. After a one-year career
at Dhanlaxmi Bank, he joined UTI Bank (now Axis Bank) in March 2004 at the Adayar Branch in
Chennai.He relocated to Thrissur main branch in his home town in February 2005. Thereafter he
got transferred to Regional Office in Kochi in May 2009 and to Palakkad Branch in April 2010. In
April 2013, he joined the Thrissur East Fort and later got appointed as Head of Operations in
Kasaragod Branch in April 2013. In 2015, he took over charge of Nedumangad branch.He has
been heading Thrissur East Fort (Ashwini Junction) branch since April 2017 after 16 years of
service.

Venkita Raghavan believes that one ought to consistently endeavor to be better than the
individual whom he considers as his source of motivation.

Venkita Raghavan was strongly influenced by his neighbour who was the art director of a film.He
always strived hard to be in par with him. The lack of a good teacher turned out to be a snag to



his further learning. He prioritized his cerebrations on securing a career.

There were people in his family who were interested in drawing, music and playing musical
instruments. He gratefully reminisces Shri S.S Venkataraman, his father's elder brother who was
a sturdy pillar of support for him.

When Venkita Raghavan started experimenting with watercolor and oil paintings, he
approached Sitharaman, a well known artist in Palakkad at the time, to discover the
inadequacies of his paintings. Venkita Raghavan remembers with gratitude that this helped him
a lot to become a good painter.

Followed his attempt to recapture the world of stripes and colors that had previously been
resorted to as a solace.Since 2015 he traversed back to the world of stripes.His son used to
wake up to the cartoon characters he used to draw every day.He slowly made it to pencil
sketches and canvas.Thenceforth he attempted several variants from coffee powder painting,
MS painting,painting in black A 4 paper with marking pencils to making use of paint app.Venkita
Raghavan candidly reveals that the Talented Bankers column served as an impetus for making
use of new technology.

Venkita Raghavan admits that he can't paint on a subject in a fixed time frame. He has neither
participated in any such time bound competitions nor won any prizes as he considers it as an
impediment for portraying the concept in his mind.

Santhoshini is his wife and Seshadri who is studying in seventh standard is their only son.

Venkataraghavan's elder brother, V. Sundararaman is working as a credit manager at City Union
Bank in Kumbhakonam. His sister-in-law, Mrs Uma is a chartered accountant and his
nephew,Krishna, is a class Xl student.

Axis Bank's House magazine featured Venkataraghavan in it's silver jubilee year.

He received Axis Guardian Award from Shri NS Viswanathan, Deputy Governor, Reserve Bank of
India, in the presence of the then Chief Executive Officer, Shikha Sharma, for his discovery of an
illicit transaction which amounted to 23 crores, on time,thereby saving the bank from incurring
colossal losses.

Venkita Raghavan has proved that not he is not only well versed in painting but also in cricket .
He often participated in inter-intra bank tournaments and had the opportunity to prove his
abilities.

He has made it a point to draw at least once in a day. Venkita Raghavan opines that this
is very helpful in keeping torpidity at bay and
ameliorating paths of career.

Let's recall the words of Dr APJ Abdul Kalam.
"Dream is not what you see in sleep.Dream is something which doesn't let you sleep."



May this artist who keeps close to his heart his hobby tiding over all the obstacles, explore the
pinnacle of success



